[Recurrent extra-uterine pregnancies. 63 cases treated at the Hospital Center of Libreville from 1985 to 1989].
Ectopic implantation of the fertilised ovum, whether for the first time or as a recurrence, is not uncommon in this department. In a study in the Libreville Hospital group from 1985 to 1989, the authors found 828 cases of ectopic pregnancy (EP) including 63 recurrences, i.e. 7.61 per cent. These recurrences most often involved young women (26 per cent of cases) and nullipara (30%). The chief common etiology for the first occurrence remained tubal infection (57.28 per cent of cases). Treatment consisted most often of radical macrosurgery because of the advanced state of tubal disease, thus leading to the permanent sterilisation of 48 patients, i.e. 71.2 per cent of recurrences. Nineteen patients had a history of previous conservative surgery, including 8 homolateral recurrences (43 per cent). Reducing the incidence of such pathology essentially involves the prevention of gynecological infections, and in particular sexually transmitted diseases, as well as the possibility of early diagnosis of EP. Despite the fact that it seriously compromises the subsequent fertility of these young patients, total salpingectomy remains the treatment of choice for avoiding recurrences.